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Brian Hopkins
Bureau of Land Management

U.S. Department of the Interior

BRIAN HOPKINS serves as the Community Planner in the Bureau of Land Management(s Glenwood Springs, Colorado, Field Office.  His current assignment is helping pave the way for greater community-based collaboration with recreation-tourism businesses and with local governments, resulting in improved recreation opportunities and participation.  Beginning with the pioneering efforts of Benefits-Based Management in the McInnis Canyons area, Brian has been a leader in expanding the BLM(s Recreation and Visitor Services program focus.  He is firmly committed to the collaborative ideal wherein BLM engages key entities within adjoining communities to capture the rich potential of public lands to improve family and community life while maintaining the distinctive character of public lands recreation settings. Helping others become more familiar with Benefits-Based Management, he serves as an instructor for Recreation Planning training sessions at the BLM(s National Training Center.  He is presently working on projects with the Glenwood Springs office, as well as the Kremmling, Grand Junction, Little Snake, Gunnison, and Columbine Field Offices.  Brian maintains working relationships with the world-class destination resort communities of Vail/Beaver Creek and Aspen/Snowmass.  His partnerships include work with planning commissions, community developers, recreation-tourism businesses, and community-based user groups and associations.  His finesse and expertise at working out thorny problems are respected by communities, and his recommendations and advice are constructive.  Brian(s confident grasp of his profession makes him a valued community leader.

Richard Mellegard

Bureau of Reclamation

U.S. Department of the Interior

RICHARD MELLEGARD is an Outdoor Recreation Planner with the Bureau of Reclamation(s Phoenix, Arizona, Area Office.  Rick has been instrumental in developing some of the most successful public/private partnerships within Reclamation.  He has worked closely with local governments and private entities around metropolitan Phoenix and Tucson in the development of multi-million dollar public recreation facilities.  He has overseen development of traditional facilities that include urban trails and bridges across Reclamation canals as well as major sports complexes that accommodate soccer and baseball teams from all across the country.  Rick also provides oversight to some unique partners with facilities on Reclamation land, including the city of Scottsdale and the PGA, developers and managers of the FBR Open, which enjoys the largest attendance of any golf tournament in the world.  Other partners include the Arizona Diamondbacks professional baseball team and the Barrett-Jackson Classic Antique Auto Show, the largest auto show of its type in the world.  In addition, Rick oversees countless special recreation uses, from hot air balloon festivals and rodeos to fishing tournaments, boat regattas and horse shows.  Recognized as an innovative problem solver, Rick is highly respected for his extensive construction experience and has been asked to participate on multiple boards, committees, and teams to plan future recreation facilities and the rehabilitation of existing areas.  He has helped leverage cost-sharing funds that, in many cases, have been the determining factor in such facilities becoming a reality.  

Jack Van Dop

Federal Highway Administration

U.S. Department of Transportation

JACK VAN DOP has served the Federal Highway Administration(s Eastern Federal Lands Highway Division for 14 years, including the last 10 years as a Senior Environmental Specialist.  Jack has been the lead official for the environmental review of many complex, high-profile projects, recognized as among the most valuable transportation assets for recreation in the eastern U.S.  He has demonstrated an outstanding ability to collaborate with the many parties involved in a project, however controversial it might be, and to reach consensus, keeping the project on schedule.  Of particular note, Jack was the lead for development of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the $600 million Great Smoky Mountains North Shore Road, located in an extremely sensitive and pristine environment, and subject to intense Congressional, public, and governmental agency scrutiny and input.  He also was the lead for the $300 million Manassas Battlefield bypass project EIS, again requiring extensive coordination with federal, state, and local governmental entities, and the public.  Other notable projects include plans for visitor enhancements along Arkansas Forest Highway 65, a designated Scenic Byway, and the St. Croix Heritage Trail in the U.S. Virgin Islands, as well as the realignment of the Mount Vernon multi-use trail to enhance trail users( scenic and natural experience, and their safety.  Overall, Jack has been directly involved with over 90 environmental documents and preliminary designs, encompassing the full range of complexities from rural mountainous roadways to high-speed urban parkways, while expanding and enhancing the opportunities for increased outdoor recreation.

Keith W. Beecher

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

U.S. Department of Defense

KEITH BEECHER has been with the Corps of Engineers in New England for 22 years, working for three major field units ( the Cape Cod Canal and the Naugatuck and Thames River Basins.  Currently serving as Park Manager for East Brimfield Lake/Westville Lake/ Conant Brook Dam, Keith developed a team of partners ( volunteers, politicians, land owners, and government employees ( who enthusiastically championed the reuse as a trail of a Massachusetts rail bed abandoned for over 80 years.  His team successfully sought recognition for the trail(s significance from the U.S. Department of the Interior, receiving designation as a National Recreational Trail in June 2001.  Over several years, the team orchestrated the planning, construction and installation of two 80+-foot river crossings ( one a welded foot bridge, the other a recycled off-ramp from Boston(s (Big Dig( highway reconstruction ( to connect regional trails in the adjacent towns of Southbridge and Sturbridge with three miles of rail trail on Corps lands.  The triumph of the partnership efforts led to a successful application by the Southbridge Economic Development Commission for $560,000 in U.S. Department of Transportation funding, starting in 2007, to be used for trail expansion by 2009.  Keith and his team are again working with community leaders and other partners to make the most of this opportunity.  His leadership, team spirit and perseverance are in the best traditions of government service and his successful work with volunteers has inspired park managers throughout New England to pursue similar success.

Ralph Swain

Forest Service

U.S. Department of Agriculture

RALPH SWAIN is the Wilderness Program Manager for the USDA Forest Service(s Rocky Mountain Region.  In that capacity, he undertook an extraordinary effort to generate a broadly inclusive public/private partnership that collaboratively developed a plan to protect Colorado(s Fourteeners and to provide continued recreational opportunities in these areas.  Colorado(s Fourteeners include 54 peaks reaching elevations of 14,000 feet or more.  The Forest Service was faced with the significant challenge of protecting these critical and sensitive areas while providing access to an ever-increasing number of visitors, currently 500,000 annually.  Ralph stepped up to that challenge by creating opportunities for the public, user groups, and partner agencies to work together to address the high use of ( and associated damage to ( Colorado(s Fourteeners.  Over the course of a year, he extended invitations to the public to participate in three separate wilderness recreation forums and then orchestrated three follow-up field trips into separate high-use areas to give participants a first-hand look at the significant impacts of heavy recreation use.  The Core Team of volunteers that evolved from these field trips worked long hours to develop 51 recommendations, which have led to management changes.  These results were shared with the public through local newspapers and National Public Radio.  Ralph(s efforts have led to the development of an informed, involved, and supportive constituency willing to spend considerable time and energy constructing a shared vision for these special places and helping the agency address significant wilderness recreation management issues. 
Dawn Grafe

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

U.S. Department of the Interior

DAWN GRAFE is the Supervisory Park Ranger at the Oregon Coastal Complex National Wildlife Refuge in Oregon.  Among her many accomplishments, two stand out ( her involvement in the establishment of the Oregon Coast Birding Trail and her work on obtaining a Transportation Enhancement Grant for the Pacific Coast Scenic Byway.  Dawn was the driving force on the Oregon Coast Birding Trail and ensured that this project was all inclusive, of the highest quality, technically correct and completed on time.  The Oregon Coast Birding Trail encompasses six refuges that stretch most of the length of the 400-mile Oregon coast.   Tens of millions of people visit the Oregon coast annually and visitors, enjoying the self-guided driving tour that features 173 birding destinations, can see 250 species of birds.  Dawn was also instrumental in the Oregon Coastal Complex receiving a $559,100 Transportation Enhancement Grant from the Oregon Department of Transportation for development of public use facilities on Nestucca Bay National Wildlife Refuge, adjacent to the Pacific Coast Scenic Byway.  This refuge was established in 1991 but, to date, no public access has been allowed.  When completed in 2008, the refuge will be opened to the public for the first time, providing opportunities for wildlife observation, wildlife photography, environmental education and interpretation.  Additional accomplishments include Dawn(s oversight and development of numerous Friends Organizations on the Oregon coast.  She has developed incredible partnerships with these groups, which focus on wildlife observation, wildlife photography, environmental education and interpretation.

Alan Cox

National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior

ALAN COX has been with the National Park Service for over 30 years and is currently the Superintendent of the Amistad National Recreation Area in southwest Texas.  Amistad NRA is an international recreation area on the U.S./Mexico border with 1.6 million visitors annually.  Alan has always worked to develop excellent relationships in partnership with gateway communities, as well as other groups, and he is recognized for his outstanding ability to foster, enhance and maximize the opportunities for visitors to experience our national parks.  At Amistad NRA, he established the (Trails & Rails( program, where volunteers provide on-board educational programs, highlighting natural, historical and cultural resources, for Amtrak passengers as they travel through the area.  The program has reached 70,000 nontraditional visitors to date.  In cooperation with multiple partners, Alan also created the (KEY( Project (Knowledge Enriching Youth) that provides unparalleled recreational/educational opportunities ( including a (Lessons on the Lake( houseboat field trip ( to all grade school level students in the local school district.  Over 6,000 students have been involved in the past two years alone.  Once again working in partnership, he expanded the Visitor Contact space from 100 to 2,000 square feet.  Visitors are now provided orientation and interpretive information that enhance their Amistad NRA experience.   Alan has also cultivated and maintained a strong partnership with Laughlin Air Force Base through which the U.S. Air Force operates a marina on Lake Amistad, providing a multitude of recreational opportunities that otherwise would not be available to the men and women of Laughlin Air Force Base.
