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ARC Criticizes Yosemite Management Proposals
Washington, D.C. – The American Recreation Coalition (ARC) submitted comments
criticizing all the management alternatives presented in Yosemite National Park’s
Merced Wild and Scenic River Draft Comprehensive Management Plan and
Environmental Impact Statement. In a letter sent to Superintendent Don Neubacher on
April 30, 2013, ARC President Derrick Crandall stated, “We strongly object to reductions
in visitor experience opportunities in Yosemite, an outcome under each of the offered
alternatives in the proposed plan. We believe that the NPS has failed to meet the
requirement of the National Environmental Policy Act by failing to offer any alternative
that would add to the opportunities for quality visitor experiences in the park.”

Mr. Crandall was especially critical of the plan alternatives’ “clear bias” against visitor
experiences aided by park concessioners and holders of commercial permits.
“Yosemite has a long and rich history of joint concessioner/National Park Service efforts
serving families and groups,” stated Mr. Crandall. He added, “Yet in the offered
alternatives, provisions for services to visitors ranging from bike rentals to tube rentals
to horseback experiences are either heavily reduced or eliminated – even when those
activities would be allowed for those bringing their own equipment.”

(more)
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ARC’s comments pointed out the contradiction between the management actions being
proposed by Yosemite and initiatives being undertaken by the National Park Service at
the national level both to address a decrease in visitation to the national parks over the
last 30 years and to make the national parks more relevant to more Americans,
“especially those lacking park experiences and ownership of outdoor equipment.”
According to Mr. Crandall, “The current direction of the National Park Service is now to
invite more visitors and be more relevant as the Centennial of the NPS approaches. In
fact, NPS has now launched a multi-year, multi-million dollar campaign . . .with a key
KPI (Key Performance Indicator) being to reclaim historic levels of NPS visitation
proportionate to the US population.” He also noted that alternatives offered by the
Yosemite plan do not reflect – and in fact inhibit – the direction within the agency’s
national plan, outlined in the document A Call to Action, to connect parks with visitors as
it prepares for its Centennial in 2016.

ARC urged Yosemite to consider an alternative management protocol currently being
implemented by the U.S. Forest Service, which manages America’s national forests.
Mr. Crandall described that agency’s more gradual and consensus-based approach to
visitor management, noting that it “largely rejects dramatic changes in visitor services in
favor of an iterative process that defines clear resource goals and monitors key
indicators, adjusting visitor numbers and management protocols in consultation with key
interests around agreed-upon goals.”

(May 1, 2013)
About the American Recreation Coalition
AMERICAN RECREATION COALITION — is a nonprofit, Washington-based federation founded in 1979.
The association provides a unified voice for recreation interests to ensure their full and active participation
in government policy-making on issues such as public land management. ARC membership consists of
more than 100 organizations, including national and regional associations and corporations that represent
a major share of the $645 billion a year recreation/leisure industry and enthusiast groups representing
millions of recreationists. Since its inception, ARC has sought to catalyze public-private partnerships to
enhance and protect outdoor recreation opportunities and resources. ARC conducts research, organizes
national conferences, and disseminates information through a variety of means, including its Web site
www.funoutdoors.com. ARC plays a leading role in several key coalitions and organizations, including
the Coalition for Recreational Trails, Scenic Byways Coalition and Coalition for Recreation in the National
Forests. ARC also supports and promotes the WOW - Wonderful Outdoor World outreach to urban
children and was instrumental in the re-launch of Take Pride in America. ARC was also instrumental in
launching National Get Outdoors Day, a national effort dedicated to helping children enjoy healthy, active
outdoor lives.

