Congress of the United States

Houge of Repregentatives
TWaghington, BC 20515

The Honorable James L. Oberstar
Chairman

Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure

2165 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Peter A. DeFazio
Chairman

Subcommittee on Highways and Transit
Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure

B-370A Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

July 22, 2009

The Honorable John L. Mica
Ranking Member

Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure

2163 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable John J. Duncan, Jr.
Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Highways and Transit
Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure

B-375 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Oberstar, Ranking Member Mica, Chairman DeFazio, and Ranking
Member Duncan:

We write to express our strong support for including the Recreational Trails Program in
the Surface Transportation Authorization Act of 2009. We applaud the committee
leadership’s action in providing for the continuation of this popular and effective program
in the legislation marked up in the Highways and Transit Subcommittee on June 24,
2009.

Since its creation in the 1991 transportation bill (ISTEA), the Recreational Trails
Program has helped Americans to be active and healthy, brought new economic vitality
to communities across the nation, and unified often-divided trail interests to craft state
trail plans and aid all trail interests. More than 20,000 projects have been funded under
this program to date, including trail corridor purchases, trail construction and
maintenance and environmental mitigation.

We further urge that the Surface Transportation Authorization Act provide adequate and
fair funding levels for the program. Specifically, we request $690 million over six years -
- $90 million in 2010, $100 million in 2011, $110 million in 2012, $120 million in 2013,
$130 million in 2014, and $140 million in 2015,

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



As you know the Recreational Trails Program is supported by taxes on fuel used in off-
highway recreational vehicles. We request that $2.5 million be allocated to a DOT study
of off-highway recreational fuel use to ensure that the level of RTP funding truly reflects
the federal fuel taxes paid for off-highway use. Finally, we ask that the funds allocated to
the FHWA to administer the RTP each year be adjusted from a set amount to 1% of
actual available annual funding to ensure that sufficient administrative resources are

available for this valuable program.

Thank you for your consideration of these requests.

Sincerely,

Michael Michaud
Me f Congress

Earl Blumenauer
Member of Congress
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André Carson
Member of Congress

ob Filner
Member of Congress

phanie Hersetfl Sandli
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Michael M.
Member of Congress

Thomas Petri
Member of Congress

Christopher P. Carne
er of Congress

F. Coétello
ember/6f Congress

Ratl M. Grijalva
Member of Congress
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a
ember of Congress

Paul W. Hodes

Member of Congress




Jahgs P. Moran Tim Murphy
Member of Congress Member of Congress

errold Nadler Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Mike Ross

Member of Congress Member of Congress

Jog Sestak Heath Shuler SA’L\
ember of Congress Member of Congress
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Melvin L. Watt
Member of Congress

Member of Congress



